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U.S.-Russia Strategic Dialogue 
Performer: NPS 
Principal Investigators: Mikhail Tsypkin & Anne Clunan 
Cost: $237,715 
Fiscal Year(s): 2013-2014 
Objective: 
With President Putin at the helm, the Russian Federation poses 
great challenges for nuclear weapons issues. The fluctuating 
atmosphere of the 21st century, however, also creates a new 
opportunity to address the problems and legacy of the 20th century 
cold war. The possibility and likelihood of abrupt changes in 
Russian foreign policy could create an environment more amenable 
to cooperation with the United States, and avenues for future 
partnership must be strengthened.  
 
As official channels on U.S. goals to reduce nuclear weapons have 
reached dead ends, the Track II dialogue is able to raise issues not 
discussed in formal negotiations. The workshop intends to produce 
a set of recommendations for the Russian and U.S. governments in 
a world with fewer strategic weapons and more defensive systems. 
The core focus is how to enhance regional stability while reducing 
the threats of cyber security, space governance, and WMD.  
 
Approach: 
The dialogue will build on the most promising aspects of 
cooperation identified in previous workshops, as well as address 
responses to the changing political situation. In a non-attribution 
setting, academic experts and government observers will discuss the 
possible reactions of Russian and U.S. policymakers to various 
initiatives. 
